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Brussels - Christians in Europe have experienced more violence in 2024, even
murder. In 2024, a number of 274 personal attacks on Christians were recorded -
compared to 232 in 2023. These figures were presented by Anja Tang-Hoffmann,
director of the OIDAC Europe observation centre, at a conference of the Intergroup on
the Freedom of Religion, Belief and Conscience in the European Parliament on
Tuesday.

Intergroup co-chair MEP Bert-Jan Ruissen: “Attacks on Christians and discrimination against
Christians in Europe gets little attention, but the figures are alarming. As an Intergroup of 30
concerned MEPs, we call on the EU and its Member States to finally take action.”

Attacks on Christians, violence and hatred increased especially in Germany, France and
Spain. In Spain, even a 76-year-old Monk was murdered in an attack on his monastery.
Unfortunately, acts of violence did not stop in 2025 - only a few weeks ago the Assyrian
Christian Ashur Samaya was brutally murdered in France while livestreaming his religious
testimony on social media.

Tang-Hoffmann: "Not only are we observing a worrying number of attacks against Christians,
but we also find that Christians are confronted with growing intolerance within broader
society. Moreover, a growing number of Christians in Europe are facing prosecution for
peacefully expressing their beliefs - among them Finnish politician Paivi Rdsanen who is
currently standing trial before the Supreme Court after tweeting a Bible verse in 2019.”

The 30 MEPs of the Intergroup on Religious Freedom, Belief and Conscience demand these
concrete measures from the European Commission to address this problem:

1. Appoint a European Coordinator to combat attacks and discrimination against
Christians, as there are similar coordinators for combating antisemitism and anti-
Muslim hatred. Earlier this mandate, the Intergroup has called for this Coordinator in
their letter of April 2025 to Commissioner Brunner;

2. Ask the EU Member States to collect and report data on attacks and discrimination
against Christians; and

3. Provide EU funding for projects to combat attacks and discrimination against
Christians, with comparable funding available to combat antisemitism and anti-
Muslim hatred.

The report can be read here https://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/publications
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